
From winning the Pax-
man Young Horn Player 
of the Year Award in 
London at age 19 to re-
ceiving the prestigious 
Avery Fisher Career 
Grant at age 29, Jenni-
fer Montone, principal 
horn of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, has a resume 
filled with accolades. 
Was there a critical ex-
perience or turning point 
that launched her re-
markable career? YOBC 
members won’t be sur-
prised to hear her an-
swer: “What really got 
me super into music was 
a youth orchestra,” says 
Montone. 
 In particular, she 
remembers having the 
opportunity to travel at 
age 13 with her older 
sister’s youth orchestra 
to Scotland. “The com-
munity aspect was 
great,” she recalls. “It’s 
so good for this age 
group to find a place 
where you belong.” 
 Today Montone is a 
world-acclaimed soloist, 
chamber musician, and 
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teacher. While perform-
ing takes up the bulk of 
her time, she finds coach-
ing students at the Curtis 
Institute of Music 
“incredibly illuminating.” 
“They’re so talented and 
great, and they’re trying 
to figure out how to be an 
adult in this field—what 
they want and why 
they’re pursing it,” she 
says. 
 She’s also thrilled to 
work with the talented 
student musicians at 
YOBC, some of whom 
participated in a master 
class she gave in Febru-
ary 2017. Giving a master 
class—in which a student 
receives one-on-one in-
struction in front of a 

Jennifer Montone: It All Started  
With Youth Orchestra 

classroom audience—is 
uniquely challenging, 
says Montone. “You are 
trying to help the person 
in front of you but you 
also have an audience 
that you want to en-
gage,” she points out. 
“You need to talk 
broadly enough so that 
other people find it rele-
vant.” 
 Teaching has a pro-
found influence on her 
own playing, says Mon-
tone. “When I’m at a 
plateau, I try to use the 
things I tell my stu-
dents,” she explains. 
That’s right—even Mon-
tone gets stalled out. “It 
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Jennifer Montone (second from right) with YOBC horns at 
February master class. 

Continued on page 2 
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   tudent      potlight: Ethan Crowell 

Keeping Tempo 

Ethan Crowell is a sixth grader at 
Goodnoe Elementary School.  
When he was three, he went to an 
arts camp called Burn Brae Day 
Camp in Dresher, Pennsyl-
vania. At the camp Ethan tried a 
lot of different things, and decided 
he loved playing musical instru-
ments such as the “wonderful vio-
lin.” At the camp, the violin Ethan 
used was tiny. “It was adorable,” 
he says. From then on, he has 
loved the instrument and has been 
playing it for eight years so far. 
 Ethan has some older friends 
who were in YOBC a few years ago, 
and he heard about the group from 
them. “I thought it would be a good 
experience, so I tried out,” he says. 
“I was nervous. because it was my 
first time auditioning for something, 
and I was really excited when I 
found out that I made it in!” 
 Ethan is also in the Council 
Rock District Orchestra, and loves 
playing his instrument there, at 
YOBC, in the regular school or-
chestra, and at home. He has also 
been playing trombone for three 
years now for his school band.  
“When I’m not playing the violin 
or trombone, I’m usually singing, 
playing piano, banging on a home-
made drum set, or just playing 
with sound in general.” Ethan’s 
parents said that when he was 
younger, if they wanted him to 
learn something important, they 
would sing it to him and he would 
never forget it. “Music is really 
important to me,” he explains. 
 Ethan also loves using technol-
ogy to help create songs. He uses 
MuseScore, a free composition ap-
plication that helps you compose.  
It also helps you create and print 
really good-looking sheet music 
from your musical inventions.  
 Besides making music, one of 
Ethan’s other favorite things to do 
is gymnastics. He is on the High 
Performance Gymnastics Training 
Center team in Chalfont in level 4. 

The team competes in different 
states, and Ethan competes in all 
of the events, including parallel 
bars, high bar, floor, pommel horse 
(“my favorite”), rings, and vault. 
Ethan’s dad, Ryan, says, “I would 
say that Ethan is upside down 
about half of the time we see him, 
doing handstands, flips, etc.” He 
came in first place in his division 
in the pommel horse and third 
place in his division overall at a 
recent meet in York. 
 In the future, Ethan wants to 
be a zoologist or an entomologist 
who takes care of and studies ani-
mals. He has been studying and 
raising butterflies for the last sev-
eral years by finding their host 
plants, waiting for the caterpillars 
to show up, nursing them through 
the transition to butterfly stage, 
watching them lay eggs, and start-
ing all over.   
 This year, at the fall YOBC 
concert something crazy happened 
to Ethan. “My D string totally un-
wound during our first song on 
stage for some reason. I had to 
fake using the string and continue 
playing like nothing was wrong. I 
want to let everyone know that it’s 
OK if your strings get out of tune 
or if something else goes wrong—
don’t worry because Mr. Oettle can 
fix it! He quickly retuned my in-
strument between songs and the 
show went on. Though you may be 
nervous, you can still play, so keep 
that in mind.” 

happens cyclically,” she says. “It 
may be the nature of the field, as 
it would be with anything where 
you are striving with single-
minded focus.” Her advice to stu-
dents is to surround themselves 
with support. “I’m very close 
with my high school teacher, and 
I try to keep in touch with people 
who have known me a long 
time,” says Montone. “That deep 
love and understanding is pow-
erful.” 
 She also advocates taking a 
break during practice. “When I 
have a lot of negative talk in my 
head, I stop and take care of my-
self. And I remind myself that I 
did the best that I could do today.” 
 On March 11, 2018, Montone 
will perform the Richard Strauss 
Horn Concerto No. 1 with 
YOBC’s Symphony Orchestra at 
Delaware Valley University. 
This 19th century piece has been 
described as one of the most 
challenging works for the horn, 
using the highest and lowest 
notes in the instrument’s regis-
ter in rapid succession. To play 
it, Montone has said, “I have to 
get in the mindset of nobility 
and joy and just bravery and the 
festive nature of this piece. It’s 
such a pleasure to listen to and 
to play.” 

Jennifer Montone 
Continued from page 1 

Jennifer Montone 
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The holiday season is here, and I 
think I might be in a little trouble. 
If you are one of those people who 
is done with your holiday shop-
ping, I am happy for you. But for 
the rest of us, panic is beginning to 
set in as we enter the final lap of 
holiday preparations.  
 After weeks of searching for 
gifts, I only have a few lackluster 
items to show for my efforts. My 
shopping list is still as long as a 
checkout line in a toy store and I 
need some serious help with holi-
day gift-giving. Thankfully, there 
is no lack of people offering free 
advice on how to find the perfect 
gift. 
 Pundits on TV and online tell 
us how to have a hassle-free holi-
day. “Holiday Gift Guides” confi-
dently promise to lead us safely 
through the badlands of shopping. 
The problem is that reading a gift 
guide is almost like learning a new 
language. They recommend gifts 
like the “Mini Home” (which is not 
the same thing as a Tiny House) 
and Fingerlings (which are defi-
nitely not potatoes).  
 If “Holiday Gift Guides” don’t 
solve your problems, you can kick 
things up a notch by going straight 
for the “Ultimate Gift Guide.” It’s 
great to have all this help, but it 
makes me wonder why gift giving 
should be so hard in the first 
place.  
 Parenting is a good example of 
this. Parents spend a lifetime giv-
ing the gifts of love, encourage-
ment, and time to their children. 
They provide for their children’s 
needs and give them opportunities 
for personal growth, like participa-
tion in sports, lessons, and special 
programs like YOBC. Each oppor-
tunity is a gift which requires a 
commitment of time, money, and 
effort from parents.  
 At YOBC we are committed to 
helping students develop their mu-
sical talent—but we can’t do it 
without the support of parents. 

volunteering countless hours at 
YOBC. The gifts you give to your 
children every day make their 
hopes, dreams, and accomplish-
ments possible. 

—Colleen Sweetsir 
YOBC Executive Director 
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Executive Director’s Corner: The Art of Giving 

 This holiday season, I want to 
thank parents for encouraging 
their children, providing them 
with private lessons, cheering 
them on during practice and con-
certs, getting them to rehearsals, 
giving them instruments, and   
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YOBC Supporters Will Be Cutting a Rug 
With David Osenberg’s Straight Ahead Big Band 

Most YOBC families know David 
Osenberg as a YOBC dad. His son 
Luke graduated in 2014 and Isaac 
currently plays clarinet in Fanfare 
Winds and Symphony Orchestra. 
They may also recognize him as the 
emcee of YOBC concerts — a role he 
has performed for a decade. His 
voice may be familiar as an on-air 
personality and music director at 
WWFM, where his Credenza pro-
gram has twice been awarded the 
ASCAP Deems Taylor/Virgil Thom-
son Radio Broadcast Award. He also 
leads YOBC’s Brass Ensemble. But 
on February 10, 2018, attendees at 
YOBC’s Swing, 
Swing, Swing 
benefit will see 
yet another hat 
David wears: 
leader of The 
Straight Ahead 
Big Band which 
will provide live 
music for 
YOBC’s 1940s 
dance party. 
 David formed the group almost 
15 years ago as a way to keep 
playing the music he loved. He 
played big band music all through 
high school and college in the Chi-
cago area. So in 2004 he raided his 
alma mater’s music library and 
collected 70 charts to start practic-
ing. The 22-piece band is made up 
of music teachers and other musi-
cians who, like him, just enjoy 
playing in a big band. Six of the 
current members have been in the 
band since day one. 
 The group started out rehears-
ing casually at Hope Lutheran 
Church in Levittown where they 
would get together every 4–6 
weeks to play around. After they 
got a regular summer gig in Hat-
boro, they decided they needed to 
practice twice a month. They 
moved from Hope Lutheran to a 
space at Mercer County (NJ) Com-
munity College but looked for a 
rehearsal venue in Bucks County 

“songbooks” for  love, travel, and 
any other themes event organizers 
choose. For YOBC’s Swing Swing 
Swing dance party, David’s band 
will play lots of the old big band 
standards to keep everyone on their 
toes. Some YOBC students will be 
joining the big band at the benefit. 
So make sure to get your tickets 
(available at www.yobc.org), shine 
your dancing shoes, and come out 
to be-bop with the best. 

so the musicians didn’t have to 
travel so far to practice.  
 David learned that George 
School in Newtown had no jazz pro-
gram. Their music teacher, Steve 
Heitzer, did some jazz combos with 
interested students and taught 
some improv, but it was difficult for 
students there to find time to study 
and take music lessons. David of-
fered in exchange for a rehearsal 
space to allow interested students 
to sit in with his big band and play 
as much as they were comfortable 
playing.  
     After about two years at George 

School, David discov-
ered that an English 
teacher there, 
Shantel Hubert, was 
a professional singer. 
He invited her to 
sing, and she has 
now become the face 
of the band. 
 The group is 
available for events 
and plays a variety 

of gigs for nonprofit groups and 
galas. They offer a wide range of 
music styles from swing, to rock, 
latin,  and many others. Those 70 
charts have now grown to over 
5000, and David programs perform-
ances by theme. They have 

Happy Holidays from the YOBC Board of Directors 

Shantel Hubert provides vocals for  
The Straight Ahead Big Band 

David Osenberg leads the YOBC Brass 
Ensemble at a recent holiday event in 

Peddler’s Village, with the assistance of 
a surprise “guest conductor” (in blue). 
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Former YOBC Cellist Goes to the Dogs — Literally! 

Katie Brennan was a cellist in 
YOBC from 1998–2003, starting in 
Concert Orchestra and then 
spending four years in Symphony 
Orchestra. “Sunday practices at 
BCCC were something I would 
look forward to, and I made many 
good friends through YOBC,” Ka-
tie says. “Since my middle/high 
school program was strings only, 
playing with YOBC was a wonder-
ful opportunity for me to work on 
some orchestral repertoire 
throughout the school year, versus 
waiting for County/Districts/
Regionals.” 
 In the summer of 2002, Katie 
was a member of YOBC’s first in-
ternational tour ensemble, visiting 
Austria and Germany with the 
group. “I loved getting to perform 
and listen to other groups, of 
course,” Katie recalls, “and shop-
ping at Nuremburg and touring 
Neuschwanstein really stand out 
in my mind.” 
  Music was Katie’s main focus 
in school. For her undergraduate 
degree at The College of New Jer-
sey, she majored in elementary 
education with a focus in music. 
“Any of my free time was spent 
practicing and participating in as 
many ensembles as possible,” she 
says. “I even convinced the Music 
Department to allow me to have a 
senior recital, even though it was 
not required or typically done for 
those in my major.”  
 Although Katie enjoyed 
teaching, she decided to keep 
performing and see what op-
portunities would come up if 
she went to graduate school for 
performance. She was accepted 
to Penn State University for 
her masters in cello perform-
ance, and “it really changed my 
playing and musicianship for 
the better,” she says. “Getting 
to only focus on music for a 
couple of years was an amaz-
ing thing.” 
 After her masters, Katie 

Dog Trainer and a Certified Dog 
Behavior Consultant,” Katie says, 
“but I do not take on nearly as 
many private clients at this time 
due to my full-time job. I still take 
on private cases every once in a 
while, however, and I also teach 
agility classes regularly. Soon I will 

be launching an online dog 
training school with a col-
league, so we’ve been work-
ing hard to get that going!” 
     Katie’s new job is serv-
ing as the Animal Control 
Officer (ACO) with the 
Middletown Township Po-
lice Department. This job 
has an office and set hours 
Monday through Friday. 
However, Katie is also on 
call 24/7 if the need arises. 
The job entails responding 

to loose or stray dog calls, handling 
animal nuisance complaints (such 
as noise), and dealing with dog bite 
cases, among other things. “If I can 
help with a wild animal call, I cer-
tainly will,” she says, “but I do not 
have all of the necessary equip-
ment and training to handle those 
types of things, so I just do what I 
can.” Also through her position as 
an ACO, she works with two certi-
fied therapy dogs that act as canine 
ambassadors for community events 
and other outreach. They partici-
pate in police department functions 
as well as reading programs at 
schools in the township.  
 Katie says she is thankful that 
she grew up playing cello and that 
she got to participate in YOBC. “I 
believe that music has helped teach 
me how to express myself better 
and has allowed me to develop dis-
cipline in other aspects of my life, 
especially in terms of time manage-
ment, setting short- and long-term 
goals, and working as part of a 
team.” While music might not be 
Katie’s main focus at this point in 
her life, she still keeps growing as a 
musician and works hard to keep 
performing as much as possible.   
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got married and she and her hus-
band moved to Texas for his work. 
While there, she had an active 
teaching studio and was able to 
keep taking lessons herself and 
perform at weddings and other 
gigs. Once they moved back to the 
Philadelphia area, Katie really put 
that aspect of her busi-
ness out there through 
her website and Face-
book page. She stopped 
taking new students so 
that she could focus on 
weddings, events, and 
her other jobs.  
 Those other jobs in-
clude dog training, 
which has become a 
huge aspect of Katie’s 
life. After getting mar-
ried, she and her hus-
band got a puppy, and “she was a bit 
of a crazy one!” Katie explains. She 
attended training classes with her, 
but it didn’t seem to work. So Katie 
learned how to do it all on her own, 
and after a lot of time and effort, 
“that same dog has set many records 
and won high awards in various 
sports, and is just an overall amazing 
girl,” Katie notes proudly. 
  Katie also shows her dogs. She 
has four: three Finnish Spitz and a 
Sheltie. They all participate in 
various dog sports—agility, nose 
work, and obedience, to name a 
few. “I used to do dog training full 
time; I am a Certified Professional 
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The YOUTH ORCHESTRA OF BUCKS COUNTY, Pennsylvania (YOBC) was founded in 1991 with the sponsorship and support of Bucks County Community Col-lege. Its mission is to create opportunities for young musicians to achieve artistic ex-cellence through enriching classical musi-cal experiences. In 26 seasons the organiza-tion has served over 1800 young musicians.  

info.yobc@gmail.com 
267-225-1908 

 

yobc.org 

Keeping Tempo 

YOBC’s 2017–18 season sponsored 
in part by: 

The Difference Between Ordinary and Extraordinary  
According to renowned composer 
Vladimir Horowitz, the difference 
between ordinary and extraordi-
nary is practice. In this year’s 
Practice-A-Thon, YOBC students 
made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to the quality of the fall con-
certs as well as to YOBC’s scholar-
ship fund. Practicing for over 
55,000 minutes, the young musi-
cians raised more than $7300 to 

help provide tuition assistance, 
scholarships, and music lessons to 
fellow students who might other-
wise not be able to take part in 
YOBC programs. 
 This year’s top prize — the 
ensemble with the highest average 
practice time — went to Concer-
tino. They will celebrate with a 
pizza party later in the spring. 
The highest-earning ensemble was 

Prima Strings. This 16-member 
group collected nearly a third of 
all money raised in the event. 
 YOBC is grateful to all of the 
students and their families who 
took part in this year’s Practice-A-
Thon. Their efforts remind us of 
all the extraordinary people who 
make up the extended YOBC fam-
ily who are essential to creating 
high-quality music programs. 

Colleen Sweetsir, YOBC Executive Director, and Erica Cherry, YOBC Operations Manager, present awards to YOBC’s Practice-A-
Thon individual prizewinners: Maggie Earle, Zara Clark-Schechter, Nivrithi Kanubaddi, Felicia Vijayarangam, Gabe Wingert, 

Daniel Kim, Nala Ashanti, and Phoebe Vallapureddy. 
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